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GM R NARL N OF KiKALA
General Administration (Co-ordination) Department

CIRCULAR
No. 32942/Cdn. 5/08/CGALD. Dated, Thiruvananihanaem, 8ih July, 20068

Sub:~-General Administration-. Depariment---Right 10 Information Act, 2005~ -Instruction to
maintain al! records duly catalogued and indexed- -Reiteratey - Kegarding.

Ref—G. O. (") No. 36772005/GAD dated 10-16.2005.

As per the provisions in the Right 10 Information Act, 2005. Government had issucd strict
instruction vide item Nos. 2 and 3 in the G O, cited, which is extrzcted below:

2. As laid down in Section 4 £i) of the Act. all Heads of Depaiunents will tase immediate steps
to mainwin all records duly eatalogued and mdeaed in o manner and form which facilitaie the nght 10
information and 10 ensure computerLation ol recors which are 10 be compulenzed, within a reasonable
time. with the availabile resources (o access such records by the Citizens.

3. The particulars of the functions. dutics of cach organizations, power and dutics to its Officers

and Employees and a statemeni of categaries of documents that are held by 1he organtzation and an.lv

2 its ¢ontro} .éhall be published by the Heads of Dieparunets before PAA0-200 s provides in Sectius
4 (1) of the Act.

As complaints have been recerved abous the non-compliance of e above instructions by the
Public Authoritics. al! Departments in Govemment Secrelariat including 1.aw and Finance are requested
ensure the strict compliance 1o the above instnuction with respect 10 cach Department and also (o the
Public Authoritics which are related t/eoring under the adminisiauve eaato! o cuc!. Degarunen;, A
violation in this regard wili be viewed sericensiy ond (ose esponsible vl b subeticd 1o LSRN
action.

G P RAMACHANDRAN,

Additional Secretary.
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KERALA AT ERNAKULAM |
PRESENT
THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE AMIT RAWAL

s o T i i | At I ———

Thursday, the 17" day of November 2022 / 26th Karthika, 1944
6 OF 2022 (V |
PETITIONER:

TGN KUMAR, AGED 51 YEARS, 33/3004 VENNALA p.0, KOCHI - 682 028
RESPONDENTS :

1. THE SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES AND
PENSIONS, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI - 110 001.

2. THE CHIEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONER, 0/0. THE CENTRAL INFORMATION
COMMISSION, I C BHAWAN, BABA GANG NATH MARG, STAFF QUARTERS, OLD JNU
CAMPUS, MUNIRKA, NEW DELHI - 110 067

3. THE STATE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER, TC 14, 2071, PUNNEN ROAD, NEAR
JACOBS JUNCTION, VANROSS, PALAYAM, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 695 001.

4. THE PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER, GURUVAYOOR DEVASWOM BOARD,
GURUVAYQOR - 688 101

5. ADDE?RS STATE OF KERALA, REPRESENTED BY CHIEF SECRETARY TO
GOVERNMENT, GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM [ADDL.R5 IS
Su0 MOTU IMPLEADED AS PER BRDER}D&!EP 03/08/2022 IN WP(C) 22576/22]

Writ petition (civil) ptaying iﬁ}ér atia that in the circumstances |
stated in the affidavit filed along. with the WP(C) the High Court be
pleased to commanding the 1st respofdent to consider and pass orders on

Ext.P3 forthwith, pending disposal of this writ petition.

This petition again coming on for admission upon perusing the
petition and the affidavit filed in support of Wp(C) and this court's
order dated 03/08/2022 and upon hearing the arguments of M/S.K.ANAND & :
AMEER SALIM, Advocates for the petitioner, ASSISTANT SOLICITOR GENERAL OF
INDIA for Rl & R2 (By Order), SRI.M.AJAY, Advocate for R3 (By
Order), STANDING COUNSEL for R4 (By Order) and of GOVERNMENT PLEADER for
Addl.R5 (By Order), the court passed the following:
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AMIT RAWAL, J.

Dated this the 17 day of November, 2022

ORDER

Ext.R4(a) annexed with the affidavit of the 4w respondent -
Guruvayoor Devaswom Board reveals that the petitioner has not
deposited the fees in the Devaswom Board, but somewhere else.
The petitioner submits that he has never been communicated such
" information. Since the doc_ymgrg;ﬁ has been attached, it shall pe
treated as an informatior"i'.ﬂ: Peti.tiom.eﬂt"‘""{i_'s at liberty to cemply.

2. Coming to ti¢ :,ontro'v-ersv which has been noticed Dy
this Court in the order. dated 03 08.2022 whereby the State
InfOrmatlon Commission has submltted that the officers appointed
by the public authorities holding the post of SPIOs are so junior

that they lack Power and experience and both the appellate

authorities are flooded with the appeals as there s a deeming
refusal after the EXpiry  of certain period. An affidavit has been
filed by the additional 5™ respondent submitting that a lot of offices
functioning in the State have only one Gazetted Officer available

and therefore, it is only practical to appoint a junior officer as SPIO

and senior officer as the appellate authority. In other words, it has
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been stated that it would be very difficult for the Government to
appoint a Gazetted oﬁicér as SPIO as the other work would be
seriously affected. Though extensive discussions are required to
be taken with the State Information Commission also to resolve
the issue.

3 Learned counsel appearing on behalf of the State
Information Commission has drawn the attention of this Court to
the circular dated 08.07.2008 issued by the Government whereby a
direction has been issued t_o_'all't{';-e departments to catalog, index
the record and also make 1t a\gai_iable"pn the websites. But, despite
that, as and when ce&ain d’é‘cfdtnenté- of the Government even if
are required to be taken out, it is-very arduous job in searching
out a particular notification in the absence of any indexing.
Directions are issued to additional respondent No.5 to strictly
comply with the instructions/circular and submit a compliance '
report within a period of one month.

4. This Court could have granted more time but instruction
is already there and in the knowledge and notice of all the officers,
but despite that there is no compliance. It is high time for the
department to pull up their socks and abide by the instructions .

5. Let the compliance affidavit be filed after a period of one
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WP(C) No.2257672022

month. In the meantime, on deposit of the statutory fees in the
Devaswom Board as stated earlier, respondent No.4 shall provide
the information to the petitioner in accordance with law.

Post this matter after a month.

Sd/-
AMIT RAWAL
JUDGE

csl

e Uepn/ Astialant Vel 2
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APPENDIX OF WP(C) 22576/2022
TRUE COPY OF THE COMMUNICATION ISSUED BY THIS
RESPONDENT TO THE PETITIONER DATED 8.6.2022 WITH

ENGLISH TRANSALATION
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